[The anion gap--screening for hyperlactatemia in critically ill children?].
Serum lactate provides important information about tissue perfusion in critically ill patients. Aim of this study is to evaluate anion gap as a screening method to detect hyperlactatemia at a pediatric intensive care unit. In infants and children of different ages and diagnosis we determined blood gases, electrolytes and lactate. Sensitivity of anion gap was increasing with increasing hyperlactatemia. For the total population the test exhibited a sensitivity of 64% and a specificity of 76%, respectively. The power of anion gap as a screening method to detect hyperlactatemia was similarly fair for all age groups. Therefore hyperlactatemia has also to be included in the differential diagnosis of non-anion gap metabolic acidosis.